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The Harts Brook Preserve is an unexpected oam; o
calm, a stone’s throw from the commercial bustle of Central
Avenue in Hartsdale, with an English parkland setting and a
colorful history.

Its 170 acres holds a prolific vegetable garden, a long row
of species Dahlias — both tended by the Master Gardeners of
Westchester and the focal points of our visit — and two and
a half miles of trails through pristine woods with streams,
ponds, shade beds and meadows.

Master Gardener George Morrison was on hand to show
us around the Vegetable garden and to field questions. He has
grown a wide variety of crops that are suited to Westchester
conditions as well as special-interest vegetables and a most
interesting Latin American section that includes edible
flowers. Among the most ornamental of these were Peruvian
Purple pepper plants and miniature-tree like Red Bore Kale
(both grown from seed - he uses the Pine Tree seed company
—and started as late as April).

The Dahlia row is the showcase of the cultivated gardens;
about forty species of the plant - all flowering now - stand in
a stunning display of variety. Some are allium-like, some bear
orchid markings (to this writer’s taste the standouts were:
Jessie G, Gloriosa and Brookside Snowball).

Next we assembled in the shade of a big old tree, sipped
the most delicious Verbena Mint tea and munched on equally
excellent dilled green beans (both courtesy of Vivian and
Boris Utko) while Jean Wilcox and JoAnn Trautmann gave
the group a short, informative talk on the Master Gardeners

program (sign up by mid-September for this years session).
Thanks also to Master Gardeners Andrea Kish, Tony
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Russo, 'Dorothy Schere, Karen Ragins, Esta Blum, Sue
Samuels Nelson Leicht, and Erna Capetanopoulos.

- Asabonus, we trekked across the road to visit landscape
designer Lou Zapata’s garden. It has many interesting spaces,
lushly colored with perennials and annuals in a country
garden style, with surprising perspectives around each corner.
He has used unusual containers and quaint statuary to create
visual enchantment.

All told, another lovely evening among plants and
friends.

Strickland Brook Park

Join the crew of garden volunteers with Cora Burn-
ham for garden maintenance at the streamside garden at
Strickland Brook Park in Cos Cob, CT, on Saturday, Septem-
ber 22, 2007, and Saturday, October 13, 2007 from 10:00
AM - noon. Contact Cora to volunteer at 203-869-0011 or
SGDLLC@aol.com.
Directions to Strickland Brook Park:
From [-95 (the New England Thruway): Exit 4 Indian Field
Road
From New York and central Greenwich: Turn LEFT off ramp
and proceed as below.*
From Stamford: Turn RIGHT off ramp and proceed as be-
low.*
*Drive north on Indian Field Road about one mile to East
Putnam Avenue (Route 1). Turn right onto East Putnam Av-
enue. Proceed to the third traffic light (second left) at the
firehouse. Make left turn onto Sinawoy Road. Library and
parking are on the right, directly behind the fire house. The
garden is along the stream in front of the library building and
beside the firchouse.
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